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Henry Lawrence, practically a civilian, not in touch with
the handling of troops, led out his small force in person to
disaster, when soldier brigadiers could have done it ten
times better, and have fed their men. Without this disaster
the siege of the Residency might never have occurred.

The second is the strategical folly of the Government of
India in not securing the vast fortress of Allahabad. The
stream of reinforcements to Cawnpore and Lucknow had now
begun to arrive at both places; the machinery of hot weather
movements had been established, when the one Indian
regiment allowed to remain unwatched at Allahabad
mutinied, and the whole forward movement snapped for four
weeks. Had Allahabad been strengthened 'Cawnpore9 and
'Lucknow' would not have occurred.

These are the points which should be remembered for
instruction as well as the others for glory. The story of the
faithful and devoted Indian Sepoys, without whom the Resi-
dency could not have been held., is as worthy of remembrance as
anything else in the episode.

CAWNPORE

The Cawnpore story is largely the story of Lucknow.
From the beginning of the nineteenth century, it has been the
great military cantonment watching the troublesome un-
happy Kingdom of Oudh. It was famous in India for its
military life and its social amenities. It and Meerut were
then the Aldershots of upper India, and at this time Sir Hugh
Wheeler commanded the military district which included
Lucknow. It was also a growing manufacturing city, and
in the summer season was reached by steamer. In 1857 it
was full of engineers at work on the new railway, which now
ran up from Calcutta for 120 miles as far as Raniganj.

It is not worth going to seafrom sentimental or historical
reasons unless you can go in a hot June in heavy pea-soup
haze of heat and dust, when some of the local horror and
drama may be presented to you. This is the story in out-
line. Sir Hugh Wheeler, over seventy years of age, was most